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In the past, the summer has been a quieter season for us in the Social Work Department.
Yet, with the start of the MSW program, we are in full swing throughout the summer. This
summer saw the start of our new MSW Program Director, Dr. Paul Felker! We are excited for
him to move into this important role. We created a new position and welcomed Dr. Sylvia
Bekele into the role of Assistant Program Director for the MSW. We also welcome two new
faculty this month, Dr. DeVonne Allen and Prof. Christyn Dodla. This is a great team and we
are excited to start to work together. While Dr. Allen will teach solely in the MSW, Prof.
Dodla will teach in the MSW primarily and also in the BSW. We are excited for the upcoming
academic year and all of the hope and energy new and returning students bring to the
classroom and online learning! Before we turn our attention to the upcoming academic year,
though, we want to celebrate our first MSW graduating class. These students officially
become Eastern alumni as of August 21, 2023! We are so proud of each student and all they
have accomplished! We know it has been a tough journey at times and celebrate your grit,
investment, and accomplishments!!
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" KNOW HIM IN ALL YOUR
PATHS, AND HE WILL KEEP
YOUR WAYS STRAIGHT"
      -PROVERBS 3:6

 
 

On May 6th, BSW and MSW students participated in
Eastern's Commencement Ceremonies. Our students were
honored for their hard work and dedication to education in
the field of social work. We wish them all the best as the

embark on their new careers. 
 
 
 

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES !

MSW graduates pictured above: Valerie Ortega, Darren
Henao, Ryan Wilkinson, Fatima De La Cruz 

BSW Graduates:  Ainsley Bair, Caitlin Casey, Hayley Grosh, Ashley
Keane, Gracie Mandel, Mydiarah Youngblood, Kyahra Pineda

Our BSW graduates:
 

Ainsley Bair
Caitlin Casey
Hayley Grosh
Ashley Keane

Gracie McBride
Mydirah Youngblood

Kyahra Pineda
 

EU's first class of MSW
graduates: 

 
Fatima De La Cruz

Darren Henao
Hannah Lugat
Valerie Ortega
Brittany Pride
Isabel Ryzenga

Rebecca Sardeson
Veronica Vicenty

Ryan Wilkinson
Monee Williams-Patrick

Khadijah Womack 
 



WELCOME TO OUR NEW FACULTY
 

Dr. Allen has extensive professional social work experience in the
areas of teaching, administration, and direct practice. She worked

for more than 10 years at Alliance University, NY campuses,
specializing in

the areas of field education, human behavior, clinical practice,
and program administration. Prior to that, she spent 13 years at

Westchester Institute for Human Development providing a
variety of services to children and families involved in the foster
care system in Westchester County, NY. Dr. Allen’s most recent

research experiences included a focus on the experiences of
mothers post-incarceration, and a study exploring student

perceptions of racism, bias, and discrimination within a Christian
social work education program. Dr. Allen currently has a private

clinical practice, Desiring Wellness, which supports and educates
individuals to care for their emotional wellbeing. Her current

goals are to extend emotional support
services to the community through her local church, and to

develop online courses focused on emotional health. Dr. Allen
lives in Rockland County, NY and enjoys singing, views of nature,

yoga exercises, and her favorite place is the beach.

Christyn Dodla
 Christyn Dodla is excited to join the faculty at Eastern

University. She graduated with a BSW in 2000 from Eastern,
and is eager to return to the University in this capacity. She

started her career working in foster care and adoption at
Bethany Christian Services.  Christyn attended West Chester

University for her MSW and graduated in 2004. She continued
her work at Bethany primarily supervising international

adoptions. In 2009, she shifted to school social work and
began working at the Chester County Intermediate Unit in

their center-based school for students with special
educational needs. During that time, she obtained an LSW

and received an Education Specialist Certificate through the
PA Department of Education.  She and her husband have four
children and a very lively puppy.  She is an active member of
her church community and enjoys volunteering with service

projects and the youth group. She loves being a social worker
and is excited to share this passion with others. After twenty

years of social work practice, Christyn looks forward to
integrating this knowledge into the coursework here at

Eastern.  

 
 



 

 

MSW student, Suzz Morton lives in Ontario, Canada. She works for
Dalton Associates,  as a Family Care Manager/ First Responder Wellness

Navigator. 
As a First Responder widow, she found herself without direction after

her husband died in 2021. Suzz didn’t know what her life would look like
moving forward. Through her own post traumatic growth, she navigated
grief and became a Certified Grief Educator. She felt the call to be part

of the new movement on grief education and awareness. This has
allowed her to educate others on how to radically shift and show up for

others in grief in meaningful ways. Suzz now also has an independent
support service that  offers caregiver and grief support and grief

education to organizations.
 Suzz has always had an internal drive for social justice, education, a

desire to help others and to be of service to others because of her own
adversities throughout life. She has spent many years as a Counsellor
and mental health writer in different capacities, working in different
populations and feel these experiences have taught her how to be a
more compassionate human. The Starfish Story by Loren Eisley has

always inspired her to just try to make a difference no matter how big
you think the impact may or may not be.

When she was initially unsure about applying for the MSW program and
the financial investment it would mean in her life after loss reality, she
had a friend say to her “what a great way to honour James’ legacy by

taking your experience and everything you both have been through to
help others.”

 Suzz began her journey with Eastern University and it was a great
decision. The staff and student culture, even through online learning is
rich, diverse and impactful. Suzz is grateful every day that she gets to

learn and grow with Eastern.
 Her intentions after earning her MSW are to open a private therapy

practice for individuals who have experienced trauma, grief and loss.
She also has a passionate interest in teaching and curriculum

development in the areas of grief and loss, diversity, equity and
inclusion, and particularly Indigenous Social Work, so furthering her

education is something she hopes to be able to do at the doctorate level
some day.

 
 

WHAT'S NEW IN THE SOCIAL WORK DEPARTMENT

STUDENT  SPOTLIGHT: SUZZ MORTON

Please join us in congratulating Dr.
Paul Felker on his appointment to

MSW Program Director and Dr.
Sylvia Bekele on being named the

Assistant Program Director. In
addition to their regular course

loads, Drs. Felker and Bekele will be
working hard as the MSW moves

closer to full accreditation which is
expected in Spring 2024. 

Stay tuned for more information on
the Social Work Identity Workshop

(SWIW) being offered to Eastern
undergraduate and graduate students

in the Fall 2023 and Spring 2024
semesters! The goal of the SWIW is to

focus on social work identity
development among social work

students at the undergraduate and
graduate level.

Students will be able to cultivate and
contribute, through a transformative

learning process, to their development
and growth of a professional social

work identity. Topics incorporated in
the workshop include professional

identity and professional socialization,
the role of the social work code of

ethics, the historical evolution of the
social work profession, core values,
and mission and vision statement

writing. More information coming your
way soon!

 


