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A NOTE FROM THE PROVOST
?Thought fulness? at  EU: Core Value #4

In this edit ion of Pathways, we cont inue 
with a review of the EU ?core values? 
rolled out by our President at the annual 
Fall assembly. As a reminder, these 
seven values are:

E1 - Excellence
A - Authent icity
S - Stewardship

T - Thought fulness
E2 - Enthusiasm
R - Relat ionships
N - iNnovat ion

Our attent ion is focused in this case on 
the fourth core value: ?Thoughtfulness.? 

As one who was involved in our 
deliberat ions about these values, I can 
say that we considered ?Truth? as an 
opt ion for this value as well. Why did we 
land on thoughtfulness rather than truth?

American society is a divided society. 
We disagree (for example) about God, 
the Bible, polit ics, taxat ion, spending, 
vot ing rights, race, gender, sexual 
ident it ies, unborn life, capital 
punishment, masking, and vaccines. The 
list  of content ious ?flashpoints? in our 
society could easily be extended to fill 
this page.

An obvious paradox of this social 
division is that everyone involved, on all 
sides, believes that they have THE 
TRUTH. And this obviously implies that 
someone or everyone who believes this 
is wrong or, at least, part ly wrong.

Rather than fight about the truth, 
Eastern?s core values focus instead on 
the path that leads to the truth, namely, 
the path of thoughtfulness. We do not 
habitually assume that we have a corner 
on the truth but engage, instead, in 
thoughtful reflect ion on and dialogue 
about the evidence at hand.

We celebrate in this Christmas season 
the birth of an unusual child, the most 
unusual ever born. It  is worthwhile to 
remember that the early Christ ians 
vigorously debated the ident ity of this 
baby in a feeding trough. Some claimed 
that he was human only. Others said he 
was divine only, appearing to be human 
for the sake of our limitat ions. 
Ult imately, the posit ion that won this 
debate, now known as Christ ian 
orthodoxy, embraced both sides of the 
argument, to the effect that this lit t le 
child, and the man he became, was both 
human and divine.

As we celebrate this great gift  from God 
and look to the new year, may we seek 
to become the kinds of persons who find 
the truth ?  persons who listen to and 
appreciate all sides of an argument and 
who land, upon thoughtful 
considerat ion, on opinions about the 
truth that are informed by facts and 
evidence, and by a love for others and 
their unique perspect ives and 
experiences.

Yours for thoughtfulness,
Kent



Shout Out to...

Lori Bristol!
As the the Senior Associate Registrar and Off Campus 
Program Coordinator, Lori Bristol is a vital member of 
the Registrar's Office. She is always able to provide the 
historical perspect ive of an issue and ready to take on 
any task. From managing grading students to writ ing 
degree audits, Lori is the ?Jack of all Trades? as well as a 
model of excellence!

While Lori was recent ly out on a well deserved 
Hawaiian vacat ion, her colleagues were reminded just 
how much she does! They are happy to have her back, 
and we are all blessed to have Lori as part  of the 
Eastern community.

We ought always to thank God for you, brothers and sisters, and rightly so, because 
your faith is growing more and more, and the love all of you have for one another is 
increasing. (1 Corinthians 1:4)

MARRIAGE & FAMILY NOVEMBER SHOUT OUT

OPEN HOUSES

We demolish arguments and every 
pretension that sets itself up

against the knowledge of God,
and we take capt ive

every thought  to make it
obedient to Christ .

(2 Corinthians 10:5)

VERSE OF THE MONTH

Undergraduate Admissions hosted their third Open House this fall. It  was great 
to bring back prospect ive students and families on campus. Thank you to all the 
faculty and staff who partnered with Admissions to make these events happen!

UNIVERSITY PUBLICATIONS

Use the links below to access the latest electronic publicat ions and newsletters!

EASTERN MAGAZINE (Market ing and Communicat ions)

LIBRARY CONNECTIONS (Warner Memorial Library)

WELLSPRING (College of Health and Social Sciences)

Marriage and Family Therapy
Fall Workshop

The Marriage and Family Therapy 
Program hosted a virtual workshop, 
"Incarnat ing Systemic Therapy: 
Toward the Pract ice of Connect ion, 
Inclusion, and Transformat ion in a 
Polarized Climate," on December 6th 
from 7-  9pm.

 

Presenters:
Dr. Wendell Scanterbury

& Dr. Collins Anaeche

We exist  at the intersect ion of a 
confluence of pandemics that reveal 
and heighten gaping schisms in power 
structures, social dynamics, and human 
relat ionships. Attendees explored how 
therapists may seek to engage these 
systems, sharpen their focus, maintain 
growth and effect iveness, and generate 
hope. Through the lens of the 
integrat ion of psychology and theology, 
the workshop examined the 
embodiment and importance of faith, 
reason, and just ice in therapists? work 
of self-assessment, systemic 
understanding, therapeutic 
engagement, and facilitat ing 
deep-rooted transformation and hope 
in the current volat ile atmosphere.

https://issuu.com/easternuniversity/docs/240524_eu_form1-3_fall21_web?fr=sMGQyNTQ0NDIyMDU
https://issuu.com/easternuniversity/docs/240524_eu_form1-3_fall21_web?fr=sMGQyNTQ0NDIyMDU
https://issuu.com/warnerlibeu
https://issuu.com/warnerlibeu
https://www.eastern.edu/academics/colleges-seminary/college-health-and-sciences


SPOTLIGHT

We shine the spot light on...

Stephanie Brown!
Dr. Stephanie Brown first  came to Esperanza College in 2014 as an intern. She 
returned in 2018 to serve as the Director of Student Success and Director of 
English. Dr. Brown manages tutoring services, which include face to face tutoring 
and a 24/7 online tutoring program called Tutor.com. As the Director of English, 
she oversees the English curriculum, helping faculty with planning and lesson 
development.

In August 2021, Dr. Brown published her first  children?s 
book called, ?She Looks Like Me!?. It  is a story of 
discovery of hidden figures in Black History. Dr. Brown 
wrote the book to address the lack of representat ion of 
people of color in children?s literature. Out of the 3,716 
books surveyed in 2019, only 11.9 percent had main 
characters that were African American (Herndon, 
2020). In essence, more representat ion is needed, and 
Dr. Brown is joining the cause! She has also created the 
?I AM Educat ional Series?, an online resource hub with 
free lesson plans in Black History and Women?s 
History. With hope/con esperanza, Dr. Brown will 
release two more children?s books in 2022 to bring 

more representat ion in children?s books and in curriculum!

MARKETING

Math Department  Video:

One of the best ways to market our 
programs is to let  our EU students share 
their experiences. Our new 
Mathematics video features two 
undergraduate students and the reasons 
that they love the math department 
here at EU.

MAT Video:

Showcasing our prest igious Master of 
Arts in Teaching, this new MAT video 
highlights one of our current students 
and his experience within the program.

New Admissions T-Shirts:

Our team recent ly 
designed a new 
round of
T-shirts for 
Undergraduate 
Admissions 
visitors, featuring a 
fun retro vibe!

Magazine:

Our Fall 2021 
Magazine was just 
released, and we?re 
pretty pumped about 
it . With the theme of 
FLEX, this issue 
features student and 
alumni highlights, a 
summary of our new 

LifeFlex programs, and reflect ions from 
members of our community on physical, 
mental, social, and spiritual flexibility.

WARNER LIBRARY CHRISTMAS WISH

The holidays are a special t ime for many reasons: quality t ime with family and 
friends, our Christ-centered tradit ions, and our treasured campus community 
events. December is a t ime to reflect on the year you?ve had, learn from your 
mistakes, and celebrate your successes. It  is also a t ime to look ahead at what you 
want to accomplish in the year to come: a t ime of renewed faith, hope, and resolve. 
Understandably, many students are stressed during this t ime of the year. Exams 
are just around the corner; assignments and projects are coming due.

But we don?t want to let  the end of the semester rush by without acknowledging 
the blessings and hopes that come with the season. This year we are start ing a new 
tradit ion, based on an ancient pract ice rooted in many cultures around the world. 
The Wishing Trees at Warner are special Christmas trees for YOU to decorate with 
your wishes for the holiday season. Located convenient ly near the entrance to 
Warner Library, EU students, faculty and staff can pause for a moment. We would 
like to invite you to make a wish, write your intent ion, decorate a colorful tag, and 
display it  on the trees to inspire those passing by.

 
Join us in this time of reflection on the birth of our Lord and Savior 
and all the Christmas traditions that go with it; make a wish for your 
own self-care or someone else's.

Merry Christmas to our campus Community ? 
faculty, staff and students - from the Library Staff ?

Joy, Leigh, Chelsea, Carly, Ted, Robyn, Rebekah and Chris!

May you have a blessed Christmas!

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e4Kshfa87BU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mQLyO4fOQcI
https://issuu.com/easternuniversity/docs/240524_eu_form1-3_fall21_web?fr=sMGQyNTQ0NDIyMDU
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