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New Faculty Spotlight 

Dr. Brian Alfaro, Visiting Assistant Professor of 
Biology (PhD, University of New Mexico), worked as a 
scientist for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service before 
completing his doctoral training.  He uses native, invasive, 
and/or agricultural plant varieties to answer questions 
related to 
evolutionary 
ecology.  

Dr. Rachael 
Alfaro, 
Assistant 
Professor of 
Biology (PhD, 
University of New 
Mexico) served 
as a Research 
Associate for the 
Division of 
Arthropods in the Museum of Southwestern Biology and 
has expertise in the evolution of silk use in spiders.  

Dr. Christina Fantasia-Buscher, Visiting Professor of 
Biology, (PhD from the University of Virginia), worked 
briefly as a dairy microbiologist for the state of Virginia 
before shifting her focus to marine and aquatic 
systems. Her expertise involves the impact of temperature 
and pH on early stages of blue-crab development.  

Dr. Jarrett Henderson, 
Assistant Professor of 
Counseling Psychology, is a 
2010 alumnus of the Master 
of Arts in Counseling 
program, Jarrett then 
earned his PsyD in Clinical 
Psychology from the 
Philadelphia College of 
Osteopathic Medicine 
(PCOM) in 2018.  He has 
also been in private 

counseling practice with Randolph Walters & Associates, 
LLC.  

Brandi (Henry) Megonigal, MS joined the Department 
of Mathematical Sciences this fall as an Assistant 
Professor of Data Science. 
She is completing her 
dissertation (ABD) at 
Temple University on 
modeling transportation of 
antibiotics in heterogeneous 
biofilm environments. Brandi 
completed her undergrad-
uate work here at Eastern 
as a student in the 
Templeton Honors College 
majoring in mathematics. 

Dianna Montgomery, MSW, joined the Social Work 
Department as a Lecturer. She attended Towson 
University (BA), University of MD (BSW), and Widener 
University (1996, MSW). She began her Social Work 

career working with the 
chronic mentally ill but has 
since worked in schools, 
prisons, shelters, crisis/
disaster response, and has 
had a private practice for 21 
years. She loves bringing her 
experiences into the 
classroom to help students 
apply the concepts 
presented. 

Faculty of the Month   

Dr. Maria Fichera 

In recognition of 

extraordinary work as 

Biology Department Chair at 

a time when the department 

has undergone such 

monumental change in 

personnel. Her leadership 

and unflappable spirit during 

the time of transition is a 

shining example of grace 

under fire. 

II Corinthians 9:8 “And God 

is able to make all grace 

abound towards you, that 

you, always having all 

sufficiently  in all things, may 

have an abundance for 

every good work.” (NIV) 
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Assessing Suicide Risk 

The Social Work Department  
sponsored a virtual training event 
“Suicide: Assessment, 
Prevention, and Treatment,” led 
by Dr. Paul Felker, on 
Wednesday October 27 from 7-
8pm. Attendees included current 
BSW & MSW students, alumni, 
faculty, and professional social 
workers in the field. One example 
of more effective interaction 
included the use of language 
such as "a person died by the act 
of suicide" versus saying they 

"committed" suicide, which can de-stigmatize conversation 
rather than assigning sin or a crime. The Social Work 
Department offered the training free of charge, as a public 
service, to assist professionals and the clients they serve.  

Alumna Receives Promotion 

Another Eastern MCAT score 

record has been set! Morgan 

Robinette, junior biochemistry 

major and THC student, has 

received a scored of 520, in 

the 97% percentile.  

New MCAT Record 

A Message from the Dean, Trish Reger 
I want to let you into a secret that we have been guarding in the 
CHS Dean’s office: The Grinch (nor COVID) cannot steal Christ-

mas!  In CHS, we have been working hard on identifying ways to 
optimize our student learning experiences both virtually and in per-
son. Our efforts were not in vain, and I am proud of the work that 

our faculty, staff and students committed to this semester. Howev-
er, we all know, life cannot be all work and no play. With the end of 
the semester quickly approaching, the time appeared ripe for some 

laughter and good old competition. Hence the launch of the CHS 
Office/Suite Christmas Decorating Contest. As the photos reflect, 

faculty and staff embraced the challenge and created a festive 
environment in McInnis for all to enjoy.   

Nonetheless, we cannot forget the reason for the season. I can 
remember as young child being disappointed that Christmas Day 

was almost over; it would be a whole year until the next celebra-
tion.  As I grew older, however I began to realize that what we were 
celebrating at Christmas was not something transient or fleeting, 

but rather that the birth of the Son of God would be with us not just 
for Christmas Day, but forever. As I walk through the festive halls 
of McInnis and reflect upon the mission and vision of Eastern University, I experience the nearness of 

the God who came to earth as the Babe of Bethlehem, who lived, and died, and rose again. Christmas 
need not pass for us with the end of the day or the end of the year or ever.   
 

May the Lord richly bless you and may you experience His love, peace and joy this Christmas and for 
evermore.   

Douglas Horton and 

Trail Running 

Professor Douglas Horton 

was interviewed by Tonya 

Russell for her article “6 Tips 

to Make the Most of Trail 

Running” on the Brooks 

running site, where he gave 

input about  adjusting your 

cadence for  terrain running.  

Nichelle Lynn-Hennigan (2017, MA Counseling Psy-

chology, Concentration in Trauma Stud-

ies) completed her internship for her final year by coun-

seling individuals experiencing Intimate Partner Vio-

lence at Laurel House, a comprehensive domestic vio-

lence agency in Montgomery County, Pennsylvania.  In 

addition to recently earning her professional counselor 

license, Nichelle was promoted to Senior Counselor at 

Laurel House, where she oversees two Laurel House 

locations, offers individual counseling, facilitates a 

weekly support group, and mentors interns. Because of 

her dedication and knowledge of counseling survivors of 

Intimate Partner Abuse, Nichelle was recently featured 

on the podcast “When Dating Hurts,” on September 05,  

Model Chapter Award  

The Psychology Department 

has received one of ten 

Model Chapter Awards from 

the Eastern Psi Chi Chapter, 

of the International Psi Chi 

Honor Society in Psychology.  

This is not only an honor , but 

also a tradition with our local 

EU chapter which was 

recognized for writing letters 

to senior citizens in the midst 

of pandemic loneliness and 

hosting a self-care week for 

the campus.   

From left to right Dr. Brian Alfaro, Dr. Rachael 

Alfaro and Dr. Christiana Fantasia-Buscher 

2021, Episode 18, hosted by Bill Mitchell, a father who lost his daughter to dating vio-

lance. The episode can be found at this link:  https://open.spotify.com/

episode/2FzxQZDqZ9GRlVHqpcY4ai?si=ZNPmNQweTQCzg5byDLBKQw  

Our Christmas Greeting to You is this gallery 

of photos from our Door Decorating Contest: 

Pictured right (L 
to R) 

Dr. Walt Hud-
dell, Prof. Mike 

Morabito, Dr. 
Greg Longo, 
Prof. Brandi 

Megonigal, Prof. 
Nichola 
McLallen 

 

Securing the judges choice for seasonality was 

 

...with an exercising Santa and the birthday boy, 

Baby Jesus, nestled safely with Mary and Joseph 
for a live nativity, complete with a birthday cake. 

Nursing and Social Work, coincidentally, came up 

with variations on the same theme, executed differ-
ently, and both were granted judges choice for crea-
tivity. 

 

Offered the advice of encouraging Bible verses 

(much better than Lucy’s usual advice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  …offered their usual level of caring service. 

Judges choice for theme: Mathematical Sciences  

(includes Computer Science and Data Science) 

Santa handed out hot choco-

late and cookies, while a robot 

car followed the outline of 

“Merry Christmas” down the 

student-lined hallway. We are 

having way too much fun. 

Pictured above (L to R): Santa Clause (Joe Ortiz—
EXSC junior), Joseph, (Nate Portrey—EXSC senior) 

Mary(Jenna Linstra—EXSC junior), Baby Jesus 
(“Noelle” from the Nursing Lab), Dr. Tracey Green-
wood and  Admin Assistant,  Darleen Calahan 

Pictured above left: Kim McManaman (Sim Lab 

Instructor) and Patrizia Fitzgerald. (MSN Director) 


