
WELLSPRING 

Students on Honors Chemistry Track 

Every Spring, the highest achieving students from the 

General Chemistry I courses are invited to engage in an 

honors track for General Chemistry II. This year's cohort 

is an impressive group of eight who earned the A+ grade 

in Gen Chem I. If you see them, please congratulate 

Evan Amey, math/pre-engineering, Benson Arnold, 

biochemistry/pre-med, Marissa Good, psychology/pre-

med, Caroline Herring, biology, Bamidele Obadina, math/

pre-engineering, Aliza White-Vega, biochemistry/pre-PA, 

Hannah Wilson, biochemistry, Ashley Zane, biochemistry/

pre-med 

School Health Programs and Nursing 
Award 

Professor Jacquelyn Raco reports that after months of 

research, data and testimonial submissions, Eastern 

University received Pennsylvania Department of 

Education accreditation approval January 2, 2022 for 

both the school nurse and school health supervisory 

programs.  

The Pennsylvania School 

Nurses and Practitioners 

(PASNAP) awarded 

School Health Program 

Director and nursing 

faculty member 

Jacquelyn M. Buige 

Raco, MSN, M.Ed., RN, 

CSN, CSSHS, the 2022 

Pennsylvania School 

Nurse Administrator of 

the Year award at their 

annual conference held March 25-27, 2022. Jacquelyn 

will represent Pennsylvania school nurse administrators 

and Eastern University at the annual National Association 

of School Nurses (NASN) conference on July 28-30, 

2022 in Atlanta, GA. She will participate in the awards 

ceremony and will also be celebrated in the fall issue of 

the NASN School Nurse, a peer-reviewed clinical 

resource journal. She received PASNAP’s School Nurse 

of the Year Southeast Region Award in 2010 and the 

School Nurse Administrator of the Year Southeast 

Region Award in 2021. 

Biology Department Welcomes New 
Faculty 

The Biology searches are 
over! We are blessed to be 
welcoming BACK two 
special people for the fall 2022 
semester as tenure-track 
Assistant Professors of 
Biology:  Dr. Brian Alfaro, a 
Visiting Assistant Professor 
this past year, who specializes 
in plant genetics; and Eastern 
alum Dr. Kandace Thomas 

(Biology, 2015) who served as 
an adjunct this past spring, and 
researches the cell biology of 
cardiac pacemaker cells.  Brian 
received his PhD from the 
University of New Mexico, and 
Kandace was awarded her PhD 
this past November from the 
University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill.   

Publications  

Vy Anh Tran, Giau Van Vo, Mario A. Tan, Joon-Seo 

Park, Seong Soo A. An, and Sang-Wha Lee, "Dual 

Stimuli-Responsive Multifunctional Silicon Nanocarriers 

for Specifically Targeting Mitochondria in Human Cancer 

Cells", Pharmaceutics, 2022, 14(4), 858.   

EU Alum Represents Data Science 

The Mathematical 
Sciences Department 
welcomed back EU 
alum, Aaron Benz 
(‘13), to speak to the 
mathematics, 
computer science, 
and data science 
students about his 
extensive 
professional 
experience in the data science field. Aaron is the founder 
and CEO of Degree Analytics, a behavioral analytics 
company serving educational institutions. While on 
campus, he attended a luncheon with about 20 
undergraduate students and faculty members and later 
spoke to the graduate data science students. He shared 
both his experiences in the field and gave advice on 
getting a job. 

Faculty of the Month  

January    

Helen Miamidian 

In recognition of her 

nimbleness with filling in 

gaps in teaching and 

advising and strong 

advocacy for her students 

particularly the non-

traditional students . 

1 Corinthians 15:58 

“Therefore, my dear 

brothers  and sisters, stand 

firm. Let nothing move you. 

Always give yourselves fully 

to the work of the Lord, 

because you know that your 

labor in the Lord is not in 

vain.” (NIV) 
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First Annual Symposium  

On Friday, April 22, 3pm to 6pm in McInnis Hall, Eastern 

held its First Annual Symposium on Research, Creative 

Works,  and Profession Practice. The symposium ,open to 

all Eastern Undergraduate and Graduate students, included 

six platform presentations 

and seven poster 

presentations.  

Counseling Psychology Department 

On April 11th,2022, the Counseling Psychology Department welcomed back 

alumni to present to the interns in their final semester of the Clinical Counsel-

ing master’s pro-

gram.  The panel-

ists shared their 

journeys since 

graduating from 

Eastern and of-

fered advice to 

interns on the 

transition from 

graduate school 

to professional 

practice  

Faculty of the Month  

February 

Walter Chung 

In recognition of his 

expertise in online 

pedagogy, and careful 

oversight of course 

development and 

implementation the online 

counseling program which 

will graduate its first cohort 

in May 2022. 

II Timothy 2:15 “ Do your 

best to present yourself to 

God  as one approved, a 

worker who does not need 

to be ashamed and who 

correctly handles the word 

of truth.” (NIV) 

Top row:  Jessica Owens, 2011 (Internship Instructor), Mark O’Dwyer, 2009 (Internship Instructor), 

& Tim Massaquoi, 2015  Middle row:  Kourtney Nielson, 2014, Colton Hagar, 2019, & Fawn Corni-

elle, 2016 Bottom row:  Andrea Kiotis, 2016 & Charles Solomon, 2012  

Faculty of the Month  

December    

Melanie Rodriguez  

In recognition of 

extraordinary work as ATI 

Champion and Academic 

Success Coach in the 

Department of Nursing  

The ATI Champions is 

responsible for student 

and faculty training and 

instruction related   to 

online curriculum and 

NCLEX support 

Proverbs 11:25 “The one 

who blesses others is 

abundantly blessed; those 

who help others are 

helped.” (The Message) 

Bryan Levi (Biology) who presented 

an original composition as well as the 

“Planarian Response to Bifenthrim at 

Different Temperatures.” 

Student Research 

Special Congratulations go to Abigail 

Dockery from the Biology Dept.  In 

addition to Eastern University's Sym-

posium on Research, Creative 

Works, and Professional Practice in 

April 2022, she also presented her 

research at the annual Entomology 

Conference (ESA 2021) which was 

held in Denver, Colorado . 

Abbie is a 2022 graduate and will 

work as an Associate Scientist in 

the custom Virology Department 

at MilliporeSigma, a subsidiary of 

Marck. We wish you well! 


