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A NOTE FROM THE PROVOST
Int uit ion, Reason, and t he Fut ure of
East ern Universit y
Eastern?s mission is a bit
like a three-legged stool,
which depends for its
stability on the joint
resources of Faith, Reason,
and Justice. If I may be so
bold, I?d like to suggest
that, in terms of our
conversations and
resources, we?ve spent
more time talking about
Faith and Justice than
about Reason. That this is
the case is understandable, especially given the
profound injustices in our world and the important
role of faith in redressing them, but it may be ?
again, I?d like to suggest ? that we?ve sometimes
missed opportunities to apply the power of
rational reflection to the mission priorities of our
university.
David Hume, the 18th century philosopher,
famously argued that human beings generally
make decisions based on passion rather than
rational reflection. Our gut determines what we do
more than the ?facts?, such as they are. But Hume
more or less lost the argument to the Empiricists
and Rationalists, who together believed that, in the
game of life, rational action is or should be the only
game we play. As a result, most of us believe we
should think and act rationally and that we in fact
do so. Few or none of us routinely say: ?Wow, I?m
wrong about lots of things but don?t realize it.?We
believe we?re rational, and we believe we?re right.
Recent research, carried out by the likes of
Jonathan Haidt (The RighteousMind, 2012) and
popularized by Malcolm Gladwell (Blink, 2005), has
more or less proved that Hume was right all along.
People seldom give more thought to their everyday
decisions than they do to keeping their hearts
beating. Even in the proverbial ?big decisions?of
life, it turns out that little effort is put into
understanding the situation and making sense of it.

Consider, for example, a recent Stanford
University study that found 89% of those in one
political party believe the earth has grown warmer
over the last century whereas only 57% in the
other party believe it. Regardless of what the truth
is, such a wide difference is probably not based on
climate history but rather on our ?gut feel?about
which authorities we should trust on the question
of climate and also, to an extent, about what we
want to be true about it.
And the problem is not just about national and
global issues. A Statista survey in 2016 found that,
among divorced people, 55% of them blamed their
partner for marital problems whereas only 11%
blamed themselves. The ?bigger?an issue is for us,
the more our view of it is shaped by our gut
feelings about it.
Trouble is, we need these gut feelings to get
through life. The subtitle of Gladwell?s best-selling
book is The Power of Thinking without Thinking.
Gladwell observed that we make so many decisions
in everyday life that we cannot possibly give lots of
time, energy and research to every one of them.
Our ability to unconsciously take in all of the facts
and make a decision is a vital capacity upon which
our very existence depends. We can?t get along
without it. It is, as he says, a ?Power.?
Haidt refers to this ?quick as a blink?cognitive
power as ?intuition.?Intuition often gets a bad rap
because we tend to equate it with ?feelings?and
then to criticize it because, we?re told, we should
follow ?reason?rather than ?feelings.?But intuition,
while informed by feelings, is much more than a
feeling. It is our mind?s unconscious
?truth-creating?system that gives us accurate
views of the world without going to the trouble of
having to think too much about it. As I said, we
simply don't have enough time in the day to think
about everything. Feelings, so often maligned by
type A personalities like mine, turn out to be a
critical witness for the truth in our intuitive grasp
of the facts. This is because feelings are both
realities in themselves and are responses to reality.
We ignore or suppress them at our peril.

And now ? the problem. Intuition, if it is to serve us
well, must be grounded in a tolerably accurate
perception of life and its circumstances. While this
grounding is dependable, generally, for our
everyday actions and decisions, it is rarely
informed well about life?s biggest problems.
Whether the ?big?problem is a troubled marriage,
or global warming, or world poverty, the solutions
cannot be found by merely trusting our ?gut
instinct.?Gut intuitions often turn out to be the
causes, not the solutions, for life?s most persistent
and intractable difficulties. How does ?reason?fit
into all of this? According to Haidt?s research,
people tend (unfortunately) to spend a lot more
time using their ?reason?to defend these damaging
intuitions rather than to interrogate and reform
them.
What is my point?Simply put, I?m suggesting that
Eastern University, as a difference maker in the
world, must stand at the cutting edge of rational
reflection about the human situation. I don?t wish
to make more of rationality than we should (it can
and does lead us astray), but big and increasingly
complex (and truly daunting) problems lie before
us. These can be faced successfully only if our
sense of things is based on an adequate
understanding of the facts, not only of the
so-called ?hard facts?but also of the ?soft facts?of
the human condition. Needless to say, the facts will
sometimes or often be inconvenient. Change will
be required where we don?t want or like it, not only
in the world but also in our university and in our
personal lives. Faith thus emerges (we are not
surprised) as a critical aspect of this rational
endeavor, inasmuch as it provides the moral,
ethical, and affective foundations for the change
we?d prefer to avoid. Jesus said we must ?count the
cost?to be his followers. There is no other way to
be his disciple, nor to live a life that?s grounded in
Faith and Reason, and that delivers Justice in our
world.
Thinking and praying with you,
Kent
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We shine the spotlight on...

Shout Out to...

Suzi St aherski '20!

Mike Morabit o!

Admissions Counselor

Suzi is a 2020 Eastern graduate from
Lancaster, PA and San Jose, Costa
Rica (where she lived for six years as
a teenager!). She currently lives in
Conshohocken with some other
Eastern grads. She loves learning
about new things, as demonstrated
by some of her recent hobbies and
projects: sewing, mixology, working
on cars, and reading Kierkegaard and
classic Spanish literature.
Suzi majored in Sociology and
Political Science, was part of the
Templeton Honors College, served as
a Resident Assistant, and led
numerous student organizations. She
studied abroad in Copenhagen for a
semester (and had the time of her
life!), where she lived with a Danish
family and learned to speak a little
Danish. You might say she's trilingual!
Because of Suzi's phenomenal
Eastern experience, she is excited to
share her passion for the university
with prospective students as part of
the Undergraduate Admissions team.
Suzi is currently searching for a good
church close to her new apartment
and is open to suggestions! We're so
thankful to have her continue her
time at Eastern as an Admissions
Counselor!

Dr. Morabito is an Eastern graduate (with a B.A. in Mathematics), has since earned
a Ph.D. in Mechanical Engineering from Lehigh, and is currently pursuing graduate
coursework in Computer Science at Villanova. He joined the Eastern faculty as an
Assistant Professor last year in the newly developed Computer Science program.
Mike has brought an infectious amount of enthusiasm and passion for teaching and
for student learning to the job. He demands a great deal of himself and just as
much from his students. Feedback from his students is that they love him! As one
of the first people to arrive in McInnis each morning, Mike is described as a
roll-up-your-sleeves team member. He is friendly, considerate, and generous,
which may be why everyone enjoys being around him! When his dean expressed
concern about his workload, he reminded her
that he is still in a graduate student mindset.
Mike and Greg Longo are largely responsible for
getting the wildly successful Data Science M.S.
up and running. Not only that, apparently they
are responsible for all of the laughter in the
Math Department!
Dr. Reger referred to Colossians 3:23 as the
foundation upon which Mike approaches his
work at Eastern.
"Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as
working for the Lord, not for human masters..."
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COLLEGE OF HEALTH & SCIENCES

PARTNERSHIPS

Shelit a Jackson's personal reflection, Faith, Resilience and Practice: The Relationship
asthe Medium for Connected Teaching, has been accepted for publication in Social
Work & Christ ianit y! (Look for it in the spring!) Shelita also just completed her third
and final residency for her Doctor of Social Work degree at the Univeristy of St.
Thomas. Congratulations Shelita!
Congratulations to Dr. Cheryl Sparks, who has become a trained facilitator for
Building Last ing Connect ions and for Creat ed for Connect ion. Building Last ing
Connect ions is an attachment-based program for pre-marital couples and others to
have healthy relationships. Creat ed for Connect ion is a workshop for couples in
distress.
Dr. Sheri Van Horne is now the President of the Northeastern Association of
Criminal Justice Sciences! NACJS is an organization of scholars and criminal justice
practitioners dedicated to improving scholarship, service, and practice in criminal
justice. Congratulations Sheri!
The Marriage and Family Therapy program is hosting a workshop on September
21st. "Healers Hurt, Too" will provide an overview of the unique challenges faced by
people of color coping with the realities of COVID-19 and systemic racism. The
presenter, Dr. Cheryll Rothery, is a licensed and board-certified clinical psychologist
with over 25 years of experience in teaching, training, supervision and
administration, and 25 years of experience in individual, couple, and family therapy.

In the same way,
the Lord has commanded that those
who preach the gospel
should receive their living
from the gospel.

(I Corint hians 9:14)

- Partnership with Temple University
for pre-pharmacy students
(guaranteed entrance for all EU
students!)
- Partnership with Temple for 4+1
accelerated programs (Bachelors +
Masters) in cyber security,
biotechnology, bio-informatics,
bio-innovation, science writing, and
forensic chemistry

Marriage and Family
Fall Workshop

VERSE OF THE M ONTH

- Partnership with Philadelphia
College of Osteopathic Medicine
for pre-med students interested in
osteopathy (two seats guaranteed
for EU students who qualify!)
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Did you miss Convocation?
Visit:

For the latest in Financial Aid
Go To:

Office of the Provost webpage

News @The Hub!

Graduate & Adult Undergraduate

Virt ual Open Houses

Want to view a past
Windows on the World?
Visit the

October 12 - 15, 2020

Warner Library Catalog!

W ELCOM E NEW FACULTY!
COLLEGE OF HEALTH AND SCIENCES

Kevin Brown, Ph.D.
Depart ment Chair
Associat e Professor of Social Work

Paul Felker, Ph.D.
Associat e Professor of
Social Work

Pat rizia Fit zgerald, Ph.D.
Direct or of M.S. in Nursing
Associat e Professor of Nursing

Jarret t Henderson, Psy.D.
Affiliat e Professor of
Counseling Psychology

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
AND LEADERSHIP

Pat rick Dut hie, Ph.D.
Associat e Professor of Economics

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION

Sarah Eckert , Ph.D.
Associat e Professor of Educat ion

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND
HUM ANITIES

Calin Marian, Ph.D.
Associat e Professor of Biology

Rebecca Reape, M.Ed.
Pract icum Coordinat or
Affiliat e Professor of Nursing

Jonat han Reimer, Ph.D.
Assist ant Professor and
Van Gorden Chair of Hist ory

